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Rainton Parish Plan 2016.
The Parish of Rainton first published a plan in August 2003.
It was reviewed in October 2008.
The contents of this plan are formed around the Village survey
carried out in February 2016. Detailed summaries with findings
are to be found further on in this plan.
The last five years have been relatively quiet in Rainton. The
A1M motorway construction, the addition of a permanent bridge
over that road, the opening of an enlarged recreation field all
have been completed. However Rainton is not without its
issues.
The major preoccupation of its parishioners, in 2013 and 2008
was and still is, unchecked housing development.
There is a strong desire amongst the population of Rainton for
the village to retain its village attributes.
As can be seen from the detailed results there is still a major
problem with on road car parking at night. This has and will
continue to present a challenge for everybody.
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Utility services continue to be poor in Rainton. Foul water
(Sewerage) disposal is well below what one would expect for
the 21st century. The capacity of telephone landlines is at
saturation. There has however been an improvement in High
Speed Broadband to most, but not all, of the village.
Currently we have no threats from major energy developers
such as wind power and hydraulic “fracking”.
We are not immune however as a major energy recovery plant
is being built at Allerton that will burn household rubbish, which
cannot be recovered/recycled and which would otherwise go to
landfill.
We have a current issue with the planned development of a
sports shooting site within the parish, which most inhabitants do
not want.
Our aim in updating this plan is to be ready for the public
consultation period of the revised Harrogate District Plan, due
in October 2016.
As to whether a parish plan has any weight in local
government’s thinking we will have to wait and see.
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Action Plan
The Parish Plan working party agreed that the plan should contain an
action plan listing key action points and agreed action to be taken by the
Parish Council.
Based on both the results of the village survey and topics of current
concern within the village they are listed below.
Action Point

Action to be taken

Date of
Implementation

1. Building
Development Line

Updated building line
to be approved by
Parish Council and
presented to
Harrogate District
Council

By 30th September
2016 latest

2. Foul Water Sewer

To force Yorkshire
Immediate
Water to rectify this
long standing problem.
Planning permission
for new dwellings to be
withheld by the PC
until solved.

3. Car Parking

To investigate new car End December 2016
parking site whilst
maintaining policy of
no parking on Village
greens or verges.
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Environment

With the North Yorkshire Moors National Park to the east and the
Yorkshire Dales National Park to the west, Rainton lies on low level,
fertile, land in the Vale of Mowbray.
For centuries, the natural landscape has remained largely unchanged,
apart from road development schemes attributed to the A1 trunk road
and the A168/A19 corridor.
In 2010 the A1(M) Dishforth to Barton was upgraded to full 3 lane
motorway status. Whilst there was some disruption to the village was
caused during construction it has now settled down and would appear to
have been there for many years. Noise levels when a westerly wind
blows is intrusive.
Rainton gained, with the help of our local MP, a permanent bridge to
cross the motorway where Rainton crossroads had once been. This has
been of great benefit to the village. The contractors also helped upgrade
our recreation field.
Built and Historical Environment
The following are Grade listed buildings:
Grade I
St Mary’s School, Baldersby Park
Grade II
Church Lane Farm; Grange Farm; Dovecote and barn rear of Dovecote
Cottage; Vyner Cottage; The Old Smithy; Village Farm House.
Waste recycling
Waste recycling, and achieving a reduction in the amount of waste going
to landfill, is a positive step in protecting the environment.
Harrogate Borough Council, in conjunction with the Village Hall
Committee, had established a mini-recycling centre outside the hall.
Bottle banks, for the collection of brown, green and clear glass/jars plus
cans, still exist. Unfortunately the collection of paper and cardboard has
ceased due to brown cardboard packaging being dumped. This is not
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recyclable at present and Harrogate council has withdrawn this service.
Waste collection and disposal is a function of the District Council, under
the overall umbrella of the County Council. Doorstep recycling of landfill
waste material is being practiced in Rainton on a fortnightly basis.
Garden waste up until now was also collected fortnightly but it is
rumored that an annual charge will apply shortly. This will again lead to
fly tipping and polluting garden bonfires.
Fly tipping is still a problem, especially on parish boundaries.
There has also been a problem with travellers using an area near the
bridge over the A1M, although not within our parish boundary, it results
in Rainton involving the correct authorities because of the inevitable
rubbish left.
Allerton Waste Recovery Plant
Since the 2008 review of the parish plan North Yorkshire Council in
conjunction with Cespa Amey has gone ahead with the building of a
waste recovery plant at Allerton. It is due to fully operational by 2018
Although not within the parish boundary it is only 10 miles due south of
Rainton parish.
Allerton Waste Recovery Park will bring together three state-of-the-art
technologies – Mechanical Treatment, Anaerobic Digestion and Energy
from Waste - to treat ‘black sack’ waste collected from homes across
North Yorkshire and the City of York.
Due to the predominately southwesterly prevailing winds fears have
been expressed about the emissions generated by the burning of
rubbish polluting the air of villages within its path. Although it is claimed
that electricity will be generated from landfill waste sufficient to heat
40000 homes Rainton does not want dangerous flue gas emissions
anywhere near our village. This will be monitored as and when the plant
becomes operational and figures data is available.
Biodiversity
The natural plants and wildlife, which can be found in the Parish, add to
the character of the area and are to be cherished.
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There are no Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in Rainton.
Rainton Quarry
Planning approval, at the time of writing, is still being pursued by a party
from outside the parish to turn the abandoned quarry that lies on the
western boundary of the parish into a clay pigeon shooting centre.
This has resulted in the almost unanimous disapproval of villagers. The
planning procedure has been slow and disjointed. A decision is still
awaited from the local authority, Harrogate District Council.
Fracking
The extraction of gas from deep below the earths surface by
hydraulically fracturing the gas bearing rock strata and pumping back up
to the surface is a well proven technology with considerable economic
benefits. There have been incidents in the NW of England where ground
movement has occurred due, it is claimed, to “’fracking”. Whilst there are
no current plans or even likelihood to sink test wells in our parish
residents should be aware that current licenses have been granted to
the east and west of the A19 and to the north of Easingwold. The recent
planning permission by NYCC to proceed to the next stage of testing
previously drilled bore holes for gas in Kirby Misperton, Ryedale should
be noted.
Towards a Zero Carbon Community.
In the period up to 2010 the government of the day proposed that all
new built houses should be “zero carbon” by 2016. A term widely used
but without much meaning. A new complicated building code was put in
place “Code for sustainable homes” with levels finishing at code level 6the “Zero carbon” house.
The newly elected coalition government in 2010 promise to be “the
greenest government ever”
The current government ha now ruled that due to excessive red tape
and resistance from national house builders we were told to cut it all and
go back to mildly strengthened building regulations.
“Code for sustainable homes” has now been dropped.
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Some houses in Rainton have apparently been built to level 4 standard.
of this standard, as Harrogate District were enthusiastic early adopters.
There has been an uptake of photovoltaic panels within the village
mounted on roof tops designed to augment the amount of electricity
bought from the national grid. Once again with the government payment
schemes (FITs) being progressively cut back there is less of an
economic incentive to install this equipment.
Unfortunately Rainton cannot be considered to have moved much
towards the zero carbon ideal since 2008.
Carr Lane Drain
In 2008 concern was expressed about the upkeep of a length of open
drain in Carr Lane. The integrity of the village’s road drainage system is
dependent on this drain being kept clear at all times.
The situation in 2016 is that there is still discussion with the owner of the
riparian rights of this particular stretch of drain by the Recreation Field.
The Parish Council will continue to pursue this point.
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Social and Recreational
Rainton Village is very much a community. This village community is
made up of a diverse range of individuals, couples and families which
give rise to numerous and varied social and recreational activities within
the village.
Rainton is fortunate in having two successful public houses both
contributing significantly to village life. Both steadfastly support village
events. Both pubs are popular for villagers to celebrate special
occasions
The Bay Horse
The Bay Horse has 6 letting rooms and a wide range of food is served.
Pie Nights, Steak Nights and Comfort Food nights are supported not just
by villagers but attract a wider customer base. Community events
hosted by the pub include quiz nights and the annual over 60’s
Christmas lunch.
The Lamb Inn
The Lamb Inn is a traditional public house and restaurant serving a wide
range of food. It is not only popular with villagers but attracts customers
from a wide area. Feast for a Fiver and Buy one Get One Free are
regular features with several sporting activities taking place on the
premises. There is a small shop located at the back of the pub, open
during pub hours
The Village Hall
For most of the social events that take place within the village the Village
Hall is the hub. Situated in the centre of the village the Hall is owned by
the Church of England and leased to the Village Hall Management
Committee (a registered charity). Sixty-six years remain on the
leasehold agreement. Every organisation within Rainton is invited to
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have a representative on the management committee. There is an
ongoing maintenance plan for the hall and since the last Parish Plan in
2003 significant improvements have been undertaken with grant aid
from various sources. In 2015 a defibrillator was purchased and is
attached to the front wall of the Hall.
The Village Hall Management Committee organise a variety of
community and fundraising events throughout the year including the
annual Flower, Fruit and Vegetable Show, the Children’s Christmas
party, the annual Street Fair and Market and numerous one off national
celebrations and street parties.
Various village groups use the Hall and are listed with details. In
addition it hosts a Chrysalis Montessori Nursery School every weekday
during term-time; two fund raising jumble sales are held each year, and
all meetings of the Parish Council take place here. Local Parish and
General Elections use the hall facility. There is Indoor bowls during the
winter months
Church of England services are held in the Hall on a regular basis and
with the sad closure of Rainton Methodist Chapel in 2015 the Methodist
services are now also held in the Hall each Sunday afternoon.
There is a well used mini re-cycling centre situated outside the Hall. The
Management Committee produce a monthly Newsletter that is
distributed, free of charge, to every household. Daily newspapers are
delivered to the Village Hall porch each morning from a local newsagent
for collection by residents.
Rainton Recreation Association
Rainton Recreation Association is a registered charity, managed by a
committee. The Association is responsible for Rainton Recreation Field
located on land off Carr Lane. The field opened in June 2001 with a
children’s equipped play area funded by various grants. In July 2011
this was further expanded to include a BMX track, a Zip wire, a Fort
Tower an Embankment Slide and various other play equipment. This
was funded through North Yorkshire County Council’s Play Builder Grant
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scheme. The Association also owns the Cricket Field used by Rainton
Cricket Club which plays in the Nidderdale League.
Rainton Gardening Club
Rainton Gardening Club meets regularly in the Village Hall. It has an
active programme of distinguished speakers and demonstrations.
During the summer months visits to interesting gardens and various
venues are arranged.
Zumba Keep Fit
Zumba classes take place in the Hall every Monday and Wednesday
evening and are well supported both by village residents and some from
outside the village
Other Social and Recreational Activities
Fishing is available at ponds located near Southfield Farm on Dishforth
Lane. Entry is by day ticket and takes place throughout the year.
Private allotments are located at the rear of Grange Farm Cottages.
Nursery Garden Caravan Park is situated on the edge of the Parish,
within a Victorian walled kitchen garden. The five-acre site is privately
owned and has a mixture of static, and touring pitches. In addition there
is one holiday cottage available to rent.
Two Village Greens and certain roadside verges are classified as Town
or Village Green and are owned by the Parish Council. Seats are
provided. A Maypole and Millennium Memorial are also sited on the
main Green.
There are public footpaths from Tithe Barn to Carr Lane and from
Church Lane to Baldersby St James. Two permissive walks are
available on land off Church Lane, under arrangements made by a local
landowner and The Countryside Agency. Seats have been provided on
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these walks.
regularly.

All walks are popular with village residents and used
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Agriculture and Landowners
There are 7 local farms that own farmland in the Rainton Parish. All 7
farms are still essentially medium sized family enterprises with the
amount of land owned ranging from 250 to 650 acres. They are a mix of
arable, livestock and dairy farms. [insert table from previous plan of the
details of each farm if deemed necessary]
During the writing of the last Parish Plan in 2003, there was an
atmosphere of crisis and panic within farming due to local foot and
mouth outbreaks. Thankfully no such crisis currently pervades, but there
is NOT a sense that we are living through some golden farming age wholesale prices for commodities are in general decline and have been
for a number of years. There is some sense of stagnation no doubt
mirroring the situation nationwide for farms of this acreage.
Various other factors are contributing to limit the annual incomes of local
farmers. Namely it is very hard to purchase additional land to achieve
any economies of scale for two main reasons: the price of agricultural
farmland is at an all-time high and land simply does not come up for sale
locally.
Land is increasingly seen as an investment vehicle by those wishing to
avoid inheritance taxes. Farmland can be passed on from parents to
their offspring without the usual taxes being levied. This makes it an
attractive investment for everybody, not just ordinary farmers, and this
drives up prices. At these high prices, the land simply cannot pay for
itself even in the medium to long term.
The upside, of course, is that the farms themselves have become more
valuable but farming is a way of life for most farmers and farm assets
are rarely liquidated.
Indeed, many of the older farmers in the village do not have family
members who want to continue the farming tradition so are turning to
other farmers from the parish and beyond to work their land on their
behalf. This is true of 2 or 3 of the village farms. Over time, this will
inevitably lead to a decrease in the number of farmers in the village if not
necessarily the amount of land that is farmed.
The younger farmers especially are not employing the same number of
workers as they did even 13 years ago. Many work the farms
themselves or with the help of one other; improvements in technology
are partly responsible. Appleton’s dairy farm is relatively labour intensive
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and is run by 4 staff. This is high compared the others. It is certainly true
to say that farming is currently not the driver for employment within the
village as it would have been in the past.
Many farmers are looking to develop other sources of income if possible.
The use of old and unfit for purpose farm buildings for conversion to
domestic dwellings has always been a source of income for local
farmers. This has added to the housing stock in the village and
continues to do so.
There is much friendship and collaboration amongst the farmers
themselves; they seem happy to help each other along.
Whilst farming can occasionally have an effect on village life (for
example the impact larger farm vehicles can have on the village greens
due to narrow roads), overall there is a general sense from the farm
community that farming remains a fundamental part of the fabric of
village life. It is seen by many as a traditional way of life that counters,
to some extent, the picture of Rainton as a commuter village.
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Housing
The majority of the Parish's 160 residential properties are located in the
centre of the village and comprise a mixture of stone and brick built
buildings. Other dwellings are situated alongside the roads and lanes,
which radiate from the two village greens.
Whilst there has been an increase in the number of dwellings, the
number of persons remains similar at 360, which suggests a minor
reduction in the number of people occupying each household.
The type and size of properties is diverse and range from a premises
with 12 bedrooms (six letting bedrooms, private bedrooms and a public
house) to a traditional travellers caravan.
Six dwellings are of such architectural importance that they are Grade ll
listed buildings.
Rainton is defined in the Harrogate Local Plan as a "small village".
Therefore, any new development, redevelopment, conversion or change
of use of buildings for housing, is only permitted if it lies within the built
up confines of the village and, in relation to new development,
constitutes only small scale rounding off development or infilling and is
of a scale, density, layout and design appropriate to the locality is
appropriate to the form and character of the settlement, and provides a
satisfactory level of residential amenity.
The majority of existing dwellings are owner occupied, whilst others are
rented. The local Authority, Harrogate Borough Council, owns rental
property in Back Lane, Sunnybank and Tithe Barn Avenue.
There has been a sharp increase in house prices over the past five
years , especially in North Yorkshire ,Rainton being no exception with
the opening of the A1 (1 mile) and the A168/A19
(1.25 mile), together with the opening of the A1/M1 link, has made it
possible to commute to the major conurbations of West Yorkshire and
Teeside in under an hour.
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For a number of years Harrogate Borough Council has been working on
producing its Local Development Plan. The first attempt was withdrawn
in 2014 following criticisms of it by the Planning Inspectorate who
identified a lack of sufficient housing provision.
In the autumn of that year, the District Council called upon landowners
and developers to put forward sites for consideration of being earmarked for future develop and inclusion in its revised plan.
A total of 151 of the 224 who replied favoured the village staying as it is.
When asked to express a preference about the scale of future
development 49 indicated that a small scale development (1 to 3
houses) was their choice, whilst 45 were in favour of a medium scale
development (3 to 15 houses). Only 9 people opted for a large scale
development (15+ houses).
Currently there would appear to be no official building development line
that has been ratified by Harrogate Borough Council (HBC).
A “marked up” map showing the Parish Council’s preference has been in
circulation for some time. (See figure 1). It would appear however that
this has not been officially recognized by HBC.
Rainton is officially recognized by HBC as a “Group C “ village.
Development is limited to “Infill and small scale rounding of”.
Additional building, since the last revision of the plan plus locations in
keeping with “infill and small scale rounding off” results in fig 2.
The Parish Council made a request under The Freedom of Information
Act to establish whether any sites had been submitted in respect of
Rainton. This revealed that four sites (Fig.3) have been put forward; two
at Brakehill Farm; one at Grange Farm and another on former Village
Farm Land. Whilst the District Council has yet to decide if any of them
will be included in the plan, in the meantime, the Grange Farm site has
already received planning approval for the construction of a total of nine
dwellings. The outcome of the others will be determined later in the year.
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Housing Development Line (Fig.1)
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Proposed New Development Line (Fig 2)
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Potential Development Land (Fig 3)
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Transport
The average number of cars/vans per household works out at 1.7
therefore 2 cars per household.
78% of 214 respondents use cars/vans to get to work, training or study.
The use of buses (Public/Private), Trains is insignificant at about 8%.
However of 227 respondents 25% experience occasional transport
difficulties in getting out of Rainton to other places and 4% often
encounter this problem.
Unsurprisingly in a rural village 95.5% of 241 responses use their cars
as a major form of transport to and from Rainton. The remaining 4.5%
use the bus/train. The nearest Rail Station being Thirsk.
With regard to seeing improvements to the bus service of 214
respondents 139 have no opinion whereas 67 would like to see an
improvement in the time table. Those suggesting an improvement to
reliability, cost and routes are minimal with only 4 wish to see an
improvement to access for those with disabilities. A few are not happy
with the location of the bus stop.
Of 218 responses 181 never use Taxi services and a minimal number
use them on an irregular basis.
70% out of 223 respondents highlighted danger spots on Rainton Roads
with 15% each having no opinion or consider that there are no danger
spots. In addition with regard to additional speed control measures out of
225 respondents 72 wanted an extension of the speed limit, 81 wanted
traffic calming measures introduced, 64 wanted more road signs and 79
wanted no further action.
In the additional comments section, 16 people commented on the lack of
parking facilities in the village.
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Town and Village Green.
Currently there is an on going situation, following a written question from
a parishioner, seeking clarification regarding the status of the town and
Village Green in Rainton, with respect to damage caused by the long
term parking of motor vehicles on that Green.
So as to avoid misunderstanding a brief summary that follows may help
clarify certain aspects of the situation.
a. When the greens and verges were designated as such the then
Parish council did consult with residents and a length of time was
given for establishing historic prescriptive rights.
b. The Parish Council does not have power to authorise the
alterations of the greens for parking or crossings and neither does
the Highways Department of NYCC. Should an individual wish to
create a crossing of the green for vehicular access to their own
property, that person should seek authority from the Secretary of
State for the Environment at their own expense. In the past at least
three attempts were made to obtain the Secretary’s permission to
no avail. It is the Law. The Parish Council are liable in Law if action
is not taken against any one damaging the greens. From the
responses of a minority of residents to question 35 (Any other
comments/observations) it is clear that some parishioners are
unaware of the law relating to Village Greens/Common Land and
the legal obligation upon the Parish Council to enforce it.
c. On road parking in the village features strongly in the additional
comments and the following is worthy of consideration. The Parish
Council when examining planning applications for new housing
development should insist on off road parking facilities to be
included in the design. Emphasis needs to be made regarding
inconsiderate parking especially where it obstructs the use of the
highway in contravention of the Road Traffic Acts. Car owners
need to be aware that Rainton is a working farming village and
large tractors are endemic to that industry. Therefore it is a fact
that thoughtless parking may force tractors, buses and large
vehicles to damage the greens in passing. The village obviously
does not want a proliferation of double yellow lines and one point
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of concern is the habit of parking vehicles in front of the bus stop
and at the corner leading to Dishforth Lane. One suggestion is that
perhaps the Parish Council should approach higher authorities to
investigate the enlargement of the existing parking area at Sunny
Bank where there is plenty of room for this purpose.
It should be noted that 70% of 227 respondents agreed with the Parish
Council’s policy of no parking on the greens with 30% against.
Health
212 responses were received and the vast majority had no problems in
getting to medical facilities. Very few had occasional difficulties and an
average of 5 often had difficulties. It is hard to conceive of a method by
which these difficulties could be alleviated however there are volunteer
organisations which can assist. Contact by the individuals with their
treatment centres may be able to help.
Social Services
90 responses were received of which 54 would like to see adult evening
education classes held locally. An average of 18.5 would like to see the
organisation of after school clubs and holiday play schemes and 13 say
that there is a need for more registered child minders.
Community Resilience (Emergency) Plan
This is a project currently under review by Councillor Pallott and is a
separate issue from the Parish Plan. In due course a reviewed/revised
plan will be submitted to the council for consideration.
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Business
Little has changed since the survey of 2003 with agriculture still
accounting for 33% of the business, representing an increase of 8% on
the previous survey.
There are many businesses situated within the Parish including
Finance/Professional services (19%), Construction (9%), Manufacturing
(6%), Transport (6%), Tourism (2%) Retail (2%), with the remaining 23%
going to diverse Other Services, e.g. Hairdressing.
See also the note on employment in the following section.
An example of farmland diversification is the Deer Shed Festival that is
held annually in Baldersby Park. The music festival has recently
completed its seventh year and attracts over 9000 weekend visitors. It
has created 4 full time and 3 part time employees as well as
approximately 50 paid helpers and many more volunteers.
Unlike the neighbouring village of Melmerby, Rainton is not identified
within the District Council’s Plan as an area designated for
industrial/business development.
Strict planning controls apply and opportunities for any expansion of new
businesses are limited to such areas as farm diversification schemes
and other small ventures not involving any type of activity that is likely to
affect the character, appearance or general amenity of the area.
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VILLAGE SURVEY 2016
Detailed Summary
The survey took place between 28th February and 6th March 2016.
Of the 160 questionnaires distributed, 126 were completed and returned,
an excellent response rate of 78.75%
Population
Taking account of the 126 households which took part in the survey and
the 34 who did not, the population of the parish is 360.
There is a fairly even split in the number of males 123 (48%) and
females 133 (52%).
The majority of the population (128) fall within the 25 to 59 age group; 93
are aged 60 years and upwards.
Just 14 infants are aged 4 years and under.
Housing
The majority of dwellings 90 (71%) are owner occupied.
Of all the different types of dwelling, the majority of residents live in
detached houses 45 (36%); bungalows 27(21%) and semi-detached
houses 29 (23%).
Four people (3%) are in need of alternative accommodation. Three
respondents gave the lack of local authority and housing association
properties as the reason for finding difficulty in moving to other
accommodation.
There was no clear demand for a new development specifically for local
people with 16% opposed to such a scheme, whilst 63% did not wish to
express an opinion one way or another.
Of the 126 households that responded, 112 (88%) have access to the
internet.
Employment
The majority of people 81 (33%) are employees; 50 (20%) are selfemployed and 70 (29%) are retired.
Most people (77%) work outside Rainton and only 30 (23%) actually
work within the village.
Of those who responded, 17 (33%) are engaged in agriculture or
horticulture.
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Transport
Parishioners have access to no fewer than 220 motor vehicles, of which
199 are cars; 16 vans and 5 motor bikes.
The motor car is chosen by most people 168 (78%) to get to and from
work. Only 6 (3%) rely on the bus.
The train is little used with only 3 people making use of this form of
transport.
The majority of parishioners who use the bus do so for social/leisure
activities and shopping.
Taxis are only used occasionally, with 181 respondents (83%) never
using them.
A total of 162 (71%) people indicated that they never had a problem
getting out of the village.
Of those who responded, most, 36 (17%), share transport for
social/leisure purposes and 18 (9%) for shopping.
Road Safety
No fewer than 155 people (69%) indicated that there were danger spots
in Rainton, with the area around the main Green and the bus shelter
being the major area of concern. After this, outside the village hall, when
the nursery school is open, is cited as the next most dangerous location.
On street parking was identified as another problem, although 70% of
parishioners who responded were in agreement with the parish council’s
policy of prohibiting parking on those verges and the Greens designated
as common land.
Adult Education/Out of School Activities
A total of 54 people wanted adult education classes; 19 after school
clubs and 18 holiday play schemes.
Access to Services
Of the 212 respondents, the vast majority experienced no difficulty in
gaining access to any out of area services.
Future Development
A total of 151 of the 224 who replied favoured the village staying as it is.
When asked to express a preference about the scale of future
development 49 indicated that a small scale development (1 to 3
houses) was their choice, whilst 45 were in favour of a medium scale
development (3 to 15 houses).Only 9 people opted for a large scale
development (15+ houses).
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Comments/Observations
Parishioners provided useful feedback on a variety of topics that will be
given due consideration by the parish plan working group and the parish
council.
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Questionnaire Survey – 28th February/6th March 2016
Of the 160 questionnaires delivered, 126 were completed and
returned – a response rate of 78.75%

HOUSEHOLD SECTION
Question 1:
How many people including children normally live in your
household?
Total number for 126 households - 291

Question 2:
Number of Households: 126
Please enter the number of people in your household in each age
group:

Age Profile of Parish
45

Number of people

40
35
30
25
20

male

15

female

10
5
0
0-4 5-10 11-1516-1718-2425-4445-5960-6465-7475-84 85+
Age
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Question 3:
Number of Households: 126
Is this dwelling?

Ownership Profile
1%
2%

1%

Private Rented
Local Authority Rented

18%

Housing Association
Rented

6%
1%

Owner Occupied
Shared Ownership
Privated as part of
Employment

71%

Other

Question 4:
Number of Households: 126
What type of dwelling is this?

Other

5

Bungalow
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Terraced House

19

Semi Detached House
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Detached House

45

Question 5:
How many bedrooms does your dwelling have?
Total number for 126 Households – 383
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Question 6:
Number of Households: 126
Is any individual in your household, or your whole household,
currently in need of alternative accommodation?
ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATION
REQUIRED
No

Yes

Nil Response

4 5

117

Question 7:
Number of Households: 126
If your household/individual is unable to move to accommodation
of the type needed, is this because?

Other
Lack of private rented
Lack of local authority/housing
association
Other financial commitments
Price
0

0.5

30

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

Question 8:
Number of Households: 126
How many roadworthy vehicles are kept by your household?
16 5

199
Car

Van

Motorbike

Question 9: Which primary school Question
(5-11 yrs) do your children attend? 10: In
relation to
Question 9.
What made
you choose
that
school?

More than
Number
one
Respondent?
Yes/No

Queen Mary’s

Oldest child
attends
there –
close to
home

No

1

Cundall Manor

Reputation;
Location;

Yes

2

Small Class
size; Suited
needs of
both
children
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Alanbrooke

Proximity to No
work; Ofsted
report

1

Knayton

Started at
No
Baldersby
St James –
poorly run;
Knayton
sets high
expectations

1

Roecliffe C of E

Size of
No
school –
Beneficial to
be in a
larger
environment

1

Boroughbridge
Baldersby St James

Family
Only school
available at
the time;
Close to
home

Topcliffe

No
Yes

4

No

1

Elder sibling No
there –
loved school
and did very
well

1

-

St Martin’s Ampleforth

Dishforth

-

Sowerby
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1

No

1

Headmaster No
at Baldersby
St James

1

Question 11:
Number of Households: 126
Does your household have the internet?
Yes

No

1…

88%

33

PERSONAL SECTION
Question 12:
Number of respondents – 256
Sex

Male
48%

Female
52%

Question 13:
Number of respondents -245
What age group do you belong to?

74
54
44
24

18
10
11-15

5
16-17

9
18-24

7
25-44

45-59

34

60-64

65-74

75-84

85+

Question 14:
Number of respondents - 244
Are you at present?
90
80
70

81
70

60
50
40
30
29

20
10
0

23

21
5

9

6

Question 15:
Number of respondents -136
Where is your main place of work?

22%

Within
Rainton

78%
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Question 16:
Number respondents - 214
What is, or would be, your main means of transport to work,
training or study?
4% 10%
4% 1%
3%

Car/Van
Public Bus
Private Bus

78%

Train
Walking
Not applicable

Question 17:
Number of respondents - 56
If you run a business how many people do you employ?
100-199

1
3

26-99

11-25

1
6

6-10

4-5

1-3

0

5
8
32
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Question 18:
Number of respondents - 52
If you run a business, into which category does it fall?

Agriculture/Horticulture

23%

Retail

33%

Construction
Finance/Professional Services

2%
6%

Manufacturing

6%

Transport

2%
19%

Tourism, eg. Hotels, catering

9%

Other Services, eg. Hairdressing

Question 19:
Number of respondents - 53
If you run a business is it located?

22, 42%
31, 58%
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In Rainton
Outside…

Question 20:
Number of respondents - 227
Do you experience transport difficulties in getting out of Rainton to
other places?

4%
25%
Often
Occasionally
Never

71%

Question 21:
Number of respondents – 207
Do you share private vehicles with other people for?
157

NOT APPLICABLE

OTHER

6

36

SOCIAL & LEISURE

SHOPPING

18

TRAVELLING TO WORK

8

TAKING CHILDREN TO SCHOOL / COLLEGE

9
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Question 22:
Number of respondents - 241
Which of the following is your major means of transport?
250
200
150
230

100
50
0

9

0
Bike

Car

2
Train

Bus

Question 23:
Number of respondents- 181
If you use the bus, what do you use it for and how often?
160
140
120
100

113

80
60

108
120

Never

103

116

40
20
0

25

31

10

4
3

7

5

3

WORK

SHOPPING

MEDICAL VISITS

SOCIAL &
LEISURE

39

11
4
OTHER

Occasionally
Often

Question 24:
Number of respondents- 214
Would you like to see any improvements in the bus service with
regard to ?
139

NO OPINION

BUS STOP LOCATION

ACCESS FOR THOSE WITH DISABILITIES

9
4

RELIABILITY

23

COST

23
67

TIMETABLE

ROUTES

26

Question 25:
Number of respondents- 218
How often do you use the local taxi services?

181
200
33

0

4
Never

0
Monthly
Weekly
Daily

40

Question 26:
Number of respondents- 223
Do you think there are any major “danger-spots” on the roads in
Rainton?
15%
15%

70%

Where are the danger spots?
Location
Carr Lane junction Dishforth Lane
Outside Village Hall/Nursery
School
Village Green by Bus Shelter
Village Green junction Dishforth
Lane
Village Green junction Sleights
Lane
Village - Speeding
Brakehill Corner
Approach roads
Parked vehicles
Opposite Bay Horse
Opposite Chapel
Back Lane
Dishforth Lane - flooding
Carr Close Corner
Tithe Barn Avenue

Yes

No

No opinion

Number of Respondents
14
16
13
10
2
4
5
2
12
11
4
1
3
2
2
41

Question 27:
Number of respondents- 225
Would you support the following speed control measures in
Rainton?

72

79
64

Extension of the speed limit
Traffic calming

81

More road signs
None of the above

Question 28:
Number of respondents- 90
In relation to education facilities, does Rainton need any of the
following?
60

54

50
40
30
19

20

18

13

11

10
0
More registered After school clubs
childminders

Holiday play
schemes

42

Adult education
evening classes

Other

Question 29:
Number of respondents- 106
Is there need for more accommodation of the following types in
Rainton?
There is no need for any of these
Other
Low cost sale
Restricted saleto local people
Adapted Housing
Sheltered Housing
By virtue of employment
Shared Ownership
Owner occupied
Local authority / Hosuing Assoc
Private Rented
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

Question 30:
Number of respondents- 224
Would you have any objections in principle to a development which
might help to meet the housing needs of local people?

46, 21%

36, 16%
Yes
No

142, 63%

43

No
opinion

Question 31:
Number of respondents- 212
Do you have difficulty in getting to the following?
Often

Occassionally

Never

250

200

150
187

189

100

187

182

190

3
1
Chiropodist

4
1
Optician

184
169

50

0

19
4
Hospital

8
4
Chemist

15
4
Doctor

8
9
Dentist

4
4
Other medical
facility

Question 32:
Number of respondents- 224
How would you like Rainton to develop?
As a commuter community

29

None of these

6

To stay as it is

151

As a retirement community

20

As a working community

79
0

20

40

60

44

80

100

120

140

160

Question 33:
Number of respondents- 138
What is your view on future development in Rainton?

Large scale development (15+ houses)

9

Medium scale development (3 to 15 houses)

45

Small scale development (1 to 3 houses)

49

Stay as we are

35
0

10

20

30

40

50

Question 34:
Number of respondents- 227
Are you in agreement with the Parish Council’s policy of “No
Parking” on the greens and verges (common land)?

30%
Yes
No

70%
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Question 35:
Have you any other observations/comments?
(A summary of the observations/comments received)
 Any future development needs to be sustainable
 Trees at edge of allotments need cutting
 Parish council could save money by only cutting grass six times a
year
 Don’t agree with ‘no parking’ on Greens – our car was run into
whilst parked on the road
 Not enough parking in village – parking should be allowed on
verges utilising a protective membrane
 Green space in the village is important- thank you to the
parish council for all your work in this matter
 Everyone has a right to park. Other means of dealing with our
problems should be found – no more cheques going out!
 Loaded question about parking on the Greens to support parish
council’s legal action
 Need more parking space within the village
 Younger generation need to get involved in parish council and
other village organisations/activities
 Verge of main Green is chewed up: can anything be done about it?
 Some residents take a pride in the village and their property, it
would be nice to see others do likewise. Fed up of barking dogs
 There are no moral grounds for the council to prosecute/persecute
one person for parking on the Village Green – total waste of parish
funds






No further development until sewers are sorted out
Can local landowners help with the flooding on Dishforth Lane?
Village Greens should be protected
Shame no support for the village cricket team
An increase in the population would attract more amenities
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 Tractors drive too fast through the village and are damaging the
grass
 Questionnaire should have asked where future investment should
be targeted – CIL money could help with funding
 Parking around junctions is illegal – if the parish council wanted to
‘worry a bone’ it should be that not parking on the Greens





More street lighting in Back Lane please
People should only park where it is lawful to do so
Large vehicles are damaging the Greens and verges
Like the size of the village as it is – parked cars on the road are
frustrating

 Concerned about the criteria referring to ‘local people’
 Deplore creeping urbanisation – came to Rainton for the rural
lifestyle
 More trees or a soil banking would reduce noise from A1
 Some drivers using village as a short cut
 Rainton would lose its character if there was a large scale
development







Village looking really pretty now the grass verges are tidy
People need to stop parking on junctions
Greater effort needed to find parking solutions
Grass looks a lot better!
Lot of litter about – reinstate annual litter pick
Parish council needs to make Yorkshire Water maintain drains as
promised






Some verges could be used for parking
Parish council should appreciate its limitations on parking policy
Village needs to grow and services will grow with it
Willow den at play park is a health hazard – attracts wasps in
summer

 A1 sign and road signs need to be more visible
 Time for the younger generation to do their bit!
 Need a better bus service to cater for work and people’s lifestyles
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 Shame children don’t get to know each other with going to different
schools – a youth club might be the answer
 Pots holes on all routes- more parking needed
 No need for more affordable housing as three householders are
buy-to-let landlords
 Not enough people coming forward to take on our public offices –
increase population or amalgamate some of the organisations
 No parking on Greens/Verges worst decision ever made. Who
asked villagers what they wanted?
 Shouldn’t be asking about parking policy
 No more houses until more off road parking
 Parking problem needs to be tackled. Grass/paved area outside
Sunnybank bungalows could be a solution
 Dog fouling outside our house!
 We are in danger of becoming a dictatorship not a democracy –
complaints about bins, flags and parking
 Junction near Sinderby House has become more dangerous since
parking dispute – large 4x4 parked on road
 Village is looking a lot better now but parking on roads is a
problem
 Need extra lighting outside Sunnybank bungalows
 Need a small car park for visitors
 Parish council was wrong preventing parking on verges;
parishioners were not consulted. Last survey results were not
published – full disclosure this time
 Visitors should be allowed to park for ½ or 1 hour
 Shooting at the Quarry a big NO. Too many do-gooders have
come in and spoilt the village.
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